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IDEA Finalizes New Remittance Advice Flat Files
IDEA solution helps resolve Affiliated Distributor 2004 mandate.

Rosslyn, VA– March 28, 2005 –The Industry Data Exchange Association (IDEA), an industry owned e-commerce service provider, announced the release of a new standard flat file format to facilitate the electronic exchange of a payment order/remittance advice between trading partners. The new standard flat file format is equivalent to the EDIPro 820 payment order/remittance advice and enables non-EDI capable companies to participate in e-commerce using the Industry Data Exchange (IDX2). 

The creation of the new flat file payment order/remittance advice was triggered by a policy issued by Affiliated Distributors (A-D), which required their affiliates be EDI 820 compliant by December 31, 2004. 

In the A-D model distributors are required to submit their remittance to A-D via the EDI 820, and the manufacturer is required to receive the remittance from A-D via the EDI 820.  A-D developed a Distributor subset and a Supplier subset out of the EDIPro 820 version 4010 for this purpose.

“Many companies are still not EDI capable, nor are they ready to invest in EDI translators or create custom maps,” stated IDEA Standards Manager, Mary Shaw.  As a result, IDEA developed the flat file solution to enable companies to more easily implement the remittance advice document in their e-commerce portfolio and, to assist A-D affiliates meet the new A-D policy.  Two Flat File documents were created:  The "RMTA" is for Remittance Advice from the Distributor and the "RMTS" is for Remittance Advice to the Supplier.”

For the IDEA IDX2 distributor customers, IDEA will take the "RMTA" flat files, translate them to the EDIPro format, and pass the EDI 820 on to the receiving organization through the IDX2.  For the IDEA IDX2 supplier customers, IDEA will take the EDI 820's through the IDX2, convert them to the "RMTS" flat file format, and route them to the supplier.

The Remittance Flat Files were developed by IDEA and submitted to the IDEA Standards Committee for review.  A final draft was submitted for approval to the IDEA Standards Committee on March 21, 2005; both documents were given final approval.  Beta testing will begin immediately, with full production following shortly after.
The Industry Data Exchange 2 (IDX2) is an Internet based data exchange that allows users to send documents using a secure and error free system.
For more information on the Remittance Flat Files, or if you are interested in Beta testing, please contact Mary Shaw at idea-canada@rogers.com or at 905-426-3064; or Sales Manager, Pat McCartin at patmccartin@worldnet.att.net or (978) 454-7819.                                              
About IDEA

IDEA is an e-commerce service provider jointly owned by NEMA and NAED.  Developed to drive down supply chain costs, IDEA (www.idea-inc.org), provides the Industry Data Warehouse (IDW), a central repository of manufacturer product, pricing, and attributed data; the Industry Data Exchange (IDX2) is an Internet-based communications hub that enables business trading partners to exchange business documents using EDI, XML, flat file, or Web form transactions sets; the Industry Retail Database (IRD) a central repository of manufacturer retail product data to meet retail hardware, CPG and EAN UCC requirements and the Data audit and Certifications (DAC) Program to verify manufacturer data meets specification criteria to ensure data synchronization between business partners. IDEA also serves the electrical industry standards organization for all e-business and data document standards. 
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