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Despite Weather Electro E-Biz Forum 2005 Huge Success
Tropical Storm Rita Has Minimum Impact on Event
Rosslyn, VA– September 27, 2005 – The Electro E-Biz Forum 2005, commenced and concluded as scheduled amidst weather conditions that fortunately proved to be less than fierce. Attendees participated in educational sessions that were designed to provide insight on the top business and technology solutions to help increase productivity and drive down supply chain costs. 
“[I am] coming from the business side as opposed to the IT/eBusiness side, so I always learn something at the Forum. The sessions helped to reinforce how eBusiness fits into our business strategy, and vice versa,” said Ann Jaehn, Manager - Marketing and Channel Services, Thomas & Betts - Electrical Division. “I now have a better understanding of what our distributor partners need to run their business and purchase our products, and how we as a manufacturer can help them.”
The 2005 E-Biz Forum was jointly hosted by the Industry Data Exchange Association (IDEA); the National Association of Electrical Distributors (NAED; the Electro-Federation Canada (EFC); the National Electrical Manufacturers Association (NEMA); and the National Electrical Manufacturers Representatives Association (NEMRA).

The three days of the Electro E-Biz Forum 2005 offered a variety of topics that provided recommendations on eBusiness best practices. “The most valuable portion was the ideas on enhancing B2B services and seeing the potential for standardizing EDI. The subjects were different enough that I always had an interest in them,” said Ardalan Shokoohi, eBusiness Manager, North America, Pirelli Cable. “The goals of the topics were meant to teach you how to increase your bottom line. That is what business people want to hear.”


The Electro E-Biz Forum layout provided the vehicle for executives and business managers, product managers, sales and marketing and e-Commerce managers an opportunity to be surrounded with business experts and the industry’s leading e-Commerce technology companies. “I was very encouraged to see that IDEA is brining together trading partners from manufacturers and distributors without being biased toward one. That is the key to successful industry standards,“ said Shokoohi.
The Electro E-Biz Forum 2005 schedule included keynote presentations from Jordan Colletta, Vice President of e-Commerce Marketing, UPS; Neil Gillespie, Principal, Channel Marketing Group; Christopher Foti, Solutions Principal, SAP America and John Stelzer, Director Business Development, Sterling Commerce.  

Fourteen technology organizations participated in this year’s first Tech Center, where the following companies showcased and demonstrated their products and services that drive the supply chain: Activant Solutions, BlueVolt, ByteManagers, eCredit, EDM, Embassy Software, Full Tilt, IDEA, Infor Global Solutions, Intuit Eclipse, SAP America, Sterling Commerce, Supplier Info, Thomas Tech Solutions, TMMG and Trade Service Corporation.
Weather forecasts predicted Hurricane Rita to hit Key West on the morning of September 20, 2005, with spill over effect in Miami; but storm winds never progressed until well past Key West. As a result, the weather in North Miami, site of Forum 2005, was not a factor to warrant cancellation of the event. “We were concerned about everyone’s safety that traveled to the Forum and are very grateful to our great customers and the program speakers that helped make the 2005 event the best ever,” said Mike Rioux, President, IDEA.  With the exception of the E-Biz Forum Golf event that was rained out, the E-Biz Forum program was completed in its entirety. 







About IDEA

IDEA is an e-commerce service provider jointly owned by NEMA and NAED.  Developed to drive down supply chain costs, IDEA (www.idea-inc.org), provides the Industry Data Warehouse (IDW), a central repository of manufacturer product, pricing, and attributed data; the Industry Data Exchange (IDX2) is an Internet-based communications hub that enables business trading partners to exchange business documents using EDI, XML, flat file, or Web form transactions sets; the Industry Retail Database (IRD) a central repository of manufacturer retail product data to meet retail hardware, CPG and GS1requirements and the Data audit and Certifications (DAC) Program to verify manufacturer data meets specification criteria to ensure data synchronization between business partners. 
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