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IDEA Standards Committee Releases New Product Catalog Descriptive Field Guidelines 

Rosslyn, VA– August 15, 2005 –Industry Data Exchange Association (IDEA), an industry owned e-commerce service provider, today announced the release of the Product Catalog Descriptive Field Guidelines, in an effort to continue efficient and cost-cutting standards based business practices in the electrical industry. 

The IDEA Standards Committee (ISC) developed these guidelines for manufacturers for creating catalog numbers and descriptive fields that are to be used within the industry.
Manufacturers can use the document to update and build out their product descriptions for use in their business system and in the Industry Data Warehouse (IDW2), IDEA’s data repository of manufacturer-provided product, pricing and attributed data information. “The adoption of these guidelines will provide broader application of standards based business information that will ultimately increase the overall consistency of how product descriptions and catalog numbers are applied in the industry. Consistent and compliant product descriptions will reduce staff work and related expenses for manufacturers and distributors alike and also make it easier for software ERP programs to interface with business systems,“ said IDEA Standards Manager, Mary Shaw.

The ultimate end user of the catalog number and product description data fields can range from a knowledgeable electrical contractor who is installing the product to the accounts payable clerk in a MRO (maintenance, repair, operations) customer office that needs to know that the product on the invoice is the same product that is listed on the company Purchase Order. The Product Catalog Descriptive Field Guidelines, is available on the IDEA website in the Knowledge Base section at www.idea-inc.org.

The ISC is the electrical industry’s e-Business standards organization. The committee is comprised of manufacturer, distributor and software company representatives that meet to review and approve the new or revised standards. The ISC decided to take action back in February 2005 when the committee recognized a need for official rules and recommendations. 

About IDEA

IDEA is an e-commerce service provider jointly owned by NEMA and NAED.  Developed to drive down supply chain costs, IDEA (www.idea-inc.org), provides the Industry Data Warehouse (IDW), a central repository of manufacturer product, pricing, and attributed data; the Industry Data Exchange (IDX2) is an Internet-based communications hub that enables business trading partners to exchange business documents using EDI, XML, flat file, or Web form transactions sets; the Industry Retail Database (IRD) a central repository of manufacturer retail product data to meet retail hardware, CPG and GS1 US requirements and the Data audit and Certifications (DAC) Program to verify manufacturer data meets specification criteria to ensure data synchronization between business partners. 

###

Contacts:

IDEA






IDEA
Rita Hagopian, (703) 841-5910                                                      Mary Shaw, (905) 426-3064                                                 
rit_hagopian@nema.org





idea-canada@rogers.com
-- more --


