PAGE  
2

[image: image1.png]


      Industry Data Exchange Association, Inc.
Founded 1998
1300 N. 17th Street, Suite 1847

Rosslyn, VA 22209

TEL (703) 841-3247

FAX (703) 841-3347

http://www.idea-inc.org/
For Immediate Release

Tuesday, March 15, 2005

Off-Site Solutions and IDEA Sign Network Agreement

IDEA and Off-Site to facilitate the exchange of electronic business documents.

Rosslyn, VA– March 15, 2005 – Off-Site Solutions, a leading EDI hosting provider for wholesale distributors, and the Industry Data Exchange Association (IDEA), an industry owned e-commerce service provider, announced an agreement today that will allow both companies to exchange electronic business documents between their respective and future customers. Connecting the Industry Data Exchange (IDX2) Network and the Off-Site Solutions network hub will facilitate the agreement. 

The IDX2 and Off-Site network connection will enable customers of each service to exchange business documents without having to route documents to trading partners through more expensive paths such as Value Added Networks.  The agreement also allows Off-Site customers to enable fee based access to the IDW2 database and enable Off-Site users the ability to use IDEA’s Van Gateway provided by Sterling Commerce to route business documents to trading partners using other services.

“The agreement between IDEA and Off-Site Solutions makes good business sense for both organizations,” stated IDEA President Mike Rioux.  The network interconnection will make it easier for trading partners to engage in E-commerce without having to migrate to a new service or implement new business system programs”

”IDEA focuses on the same industries as Off-Site and this agreement allows for a win-win-win situation for all parties involved,” according to Rick Sundahl, President of Off-Site Solutions.  Now the customers get better rates while contracting for a complete EDI solution from Off-Site.

The Industry Data Exchange 2 (IDX2) is an Internet based data exchange that allows users to send documents using a secure and error free system. 

About IDEA

IDEA is an e-commerce service provider jointly owned by NEMA and NAED.  Developed to drive down supply chain costs, IDEA (www.idea-inc.org), provides the Industry Data Warehouse (IDW), a central repository of manufacturer product, pricing, and attributed data; the Industry Data Exchange (IDX2) is an Internet-based communications hub that enables business trading partners to exchange business documents using EDI, XML, flat file, or Web form transactions sets; the Industry Retail Database (IRD) a central repository of manufacturer retail product data to meet retail hardware, CPG and EAN UCC requirements and the Data audit and Certifications (DAC) Program to verify manufacturer data meets specification criteria to ensure data synchronization between business partners. 

About Off-Site Solutions

Off-Site Solutions is a leading hosting provider for wholesale distributors.   To reduce the “up-front” investment in technology, Off-Site (www.off-site.net) offers technology solutions on a monthly-fee basis.  The offerings from Off-Site include EDI Off-Site, Web Off-Site, eCommerce Off-Site, CRM Off-Site and Backup Off-Site.  Distributors that utilize Off-Site are able to “Forget About IT” when it comes to technology.
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