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Schneider Electric Square D Brand Provides IDEA as a New Co-op Offering

Schneider Electric recognizes and promotes benefits of IDEA services for distributors

Rosslyn, VA– June 28, 2005 – Square D®, a global brand of Schneider Electric for NEMA-type control products, today announced a new offering for distributors participating in the Schneider Electric Premier Program, a co-op program designed for Square D distributors who agree to stock, service and sell Schneider Electric products as their sole line of electrical distribution, control and automation products. Their distributors can now utilize their marketing development funds (MDF) to cover fifty percent of the Industry Data Exchange Association (IDEA) start-up fee. 

The Schneider Electric initiative came about after the IDEA Standards Committee, which includes representation from Square D, completed development of a new business document flat file standard to be used as an alternative for companies that have not implemented traditional electronic data interchange (EDI) formats. The standards committee urged the company representatives to promote and increase awareness of the flat file format. 

Schneider Electric recognized an immediate need for an offering that provides their distributors with an opportunity to gain value and efficiency by implementing e-commerce services. Schneider Electric strongly supports IDEA products and services through participation in the Industry Data Warehouse 2 (IDW2), Data Audit and Certification (DAC), Industry Retail Database (IRD) and the Industry Data Exchange 2 (IDX2) programs.

According to Schneider Electric’s VP of Channel Management, Bill Snyder, the company decided to fund fifty percent of the IDEA start-up fee through its Premier Program MDF to assist their distributor partners in getting engaged with e-commerce and encourage other manufacturers in the channel to add a similar incentive to their co-op programs. By taking advantage of the Schneider Electric MDF, distributors can reap productivity gains, from the efficient flow of electronic orders, invoices and SPA claims through the IDX2. Distributor gross margins are enhanced from using certificated manufacturer product and pricing data from the IDW2. 

“Schneider Electric has been a staunch industry advocate since IDEA was established in 1998. The Schneider Electric Premier Program sets a new benchmark that makes distributor participation in IDW2 and IDX2 a slam-dunk.  In the end Schneider Electric and its Square D distributor trading partners will reap payback many times over and we hope that other manufacturers will consider similar innovative ways to implement e-Commerce technology with their trading partners,” said IDEA President, Mike Rioux.

Distributors use MDF or co-op funds to cover various pre-approved activities within these categories: advertising, promotions, infrastructure and training.

About IDEA

IDEA is an e-commerce service provider jointly owned by NEMA and NAED.  Developed to drive down supply chain costs, IDEA (www.idea-inc.org), provides the Industry Data Warehouse (IDW), a central repository of manufacturer product, pricing, and attributed data; the Industry Data Exchange (IDX2) is an Internet-based communications hub that enables business trading partners to exchange business documents using EDI, XML, flat file, or Web form transactions sets; the Industry Retail Database (IRD) a central repository of manufacturer retail product data to meet retail hardware, CPG and GS1 US requirements and the Data audit and Certifications (DAC) Program to verify manufacturer data meets specification criteria to ensure data synchronization between business partners. 

About Square D

Square D® is a market-leading global brand of Schneider Electric for NEMA type electrical distribution and industrial control products, systems and services. Square D products are found in all types of residential, commercial and industrial construction, in a wide range of manufacturing and processing facilities, and in or on the products of other manufacturers. Schneider Electric, headquartered in Paris, France, is a global electrical industry leader with 2002 sales of approximately US$9.5 billion. Please visit www.squared.com to find out more about Square D and its products and services. 
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